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 WMO-WWRP/GAW Sand and Dust Storm  

Warning Advisory and Assessment System  

SDS-WAS 

Mission 
 To  enhance the ability of 

countries to deliver timely and 

quality sand and dust storm 

forecasts, observations, 

information and knowledge to 

users through an international 

partnership of research and 

operational communities 

WMO, Atmospheric Research & Environment Branch, Research Dept.  



Á 2004: Beijing, China:  International Symposium on SDS & a 
WMO Experts Workshop on SDS.  

Á 2005: More than 40 Member countries indicated interest 
to cooperate in SDS-WAS. 

Á 2007: the 14th WMO Congress endorsed launching of the 
SDS-WAS.  

Á 2008: the 60th EC of WMO welcomed the establishment of 
the two SDS-WAS regional centres in China and Spain in 
support of the corresponding SDS-WAS nodes.  

Á 2009-2014: A series of workshops within the SDS-WAS in: 
Barcelona (Spain), Niamey, (Niger), Ankara (Turkey), Antalya 
(Turkey), Tsukuba (Japan), Seoul (Korea), Teheran (Iran), 
Belgrade (Serbia), Kuwait City (Kuwait), Manama (Bahrain), 
Castellaneta Marina (Italy), Casablanca (Morocco). 

Á 2014: Opening the Barcelona Dust Forecast Centre - 1st 
WMO Operational Dust Prediction Centre 

 Brief SDS-WAS history 
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Pan-American 

N Africa- Mid East-Europe 

Asian 

SDS-WAS Activity Nodes: 
 

Å 3 Regional Nodes, 15 organizations providing forecast 

ÅWMO WWRP/GAW Global Coordination: Steering Committee and Trust Fund 

Å Regional coordination through regional activity nodes 

Å SDS-WAS Science & Implementation Plan approved 



 SDS-WAS Research and Development activities - Highlights 2014 

  
High resolution modelling  Models vs. lidars (GALION) 

Using satellite data Tehran  June 2014 SDS 

Science and 
Implementation Plan 

2015-2020 

Phoenix 

tƘƻŜƴƛȄ Wǳƭ нлмм άƘŀōƻƻōέ 

SDS-WAS studies/projects / Model intercomparison and validation 
 

- Accepted  by SSC7 

- Trust Fund is opening 

- Research plan updated  

Asian IDDI image from FY-2D satellite  

By China, Japan and Korea 
in collaboration with 

Mongolia and Kazakhstan 


